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Dear Educator,
Thank you for your interest in Lorien Wood. Lorien Wood is a Christ-centered school located in  

Vienna, Virginia. Our primary commitment as a school and community is to nurture each child’s intellect, 

character, faith and curiosity in a manner that aligns with God’s design.

We seek educators and staff members who have a strong faith in and love for Jesus Christ, are life-long 

learners, and have a passion for helping children explore God’s world. We believe that beauty and truth are 

found in all of God’s creation. A Biblical worldview is foundational to all we teach and we use a Biblical 

framework for seeing and understanding the world. Our teachers work in a collaborative environment as 

they create and implement units of study based on an integral curriculum. Parents are a vital part of the 

school, contributing in areas from office work, to lunch and recess duty, to supporting teachers both in 

and out of the classroom. These unique elements of our school, which are further articulated in our seven 

“Distinctives,” are a manifestation of our educational model.

To provide you with a glimpse into our culture and community, we have included several documents 

with this application. The seven Distinctives were crafted at the founding of Lorien Wood and provide 

the framework for our educational model, school governance and community. You will also find several 

excerpts from The Leader, our school newsletter, that describe these Distinctives in action.

We look forward to learning more about you and your desire to join the faculty of Lorien Wood. Please return 

a completed application along with a cover letter and current resumé to employment@lorienwood.org. 

You will be contacted once your application is received. 

If you have any questions, please email employment@lorienwood.org or call the office number below.

Lorien Wood 
8200 Bell Lane, Vienna, VA 22182 
703-854-1640 | Fax 703-698-9860 

www.lorienwood.org

Helping children explore God’s world  
and discover their place in it.
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PERSONAL DATA:

Full Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Email

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
Starting with the most recent and extending back through high school, list the schools you attended, the years you 
attended each, and the diploma(s), certificate(s), or degree(s) received:

High School; Years attended

College; Years attended; Diplomas/certificates received

College; Years attended; Diplomas/certificates received

List any other degrees or certifications

Teaching Certification / State

Student Teaching (Please list subjects and location)

Student Teaching (cont.) 

Biblical / Theological Training
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Application questions
Please answer each of the following application questions in a separate Word document, using the question number and 
retyping the question in the document. Include this document along with your completed PDF application, cover letter, 
and resumé. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY:

1. Why did you decide to go into teaching?

2. Please describe your educational philosophy and your general teaching style in the classroom.

3. What is your experience with designing your own curriculum?  Please describe your process.  If you haven’t designed 
your own curriculum, please describe your process for planning a lesson.

INTEREST IN LORIEN WOOD:

4.  Why are you interested in being a member of the Lorien Wood faculty?

5.  What will you do to prepare to excel in the position for which you are applying? 

PERSONAL INFORMATION:

6. Who are your heroes and heroines, and why?

7. What are the two most influential books you have read, and why?

8. How would your best friend describe you?

PERSONAL CONVICTIONS:

9. Briefly describe your salvation experience and relationship with God.

10. What do you seek in a church fellowship?

11. Do you have a home church? If so, where do you worship?
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References and Affirmations
In order to ensure a safe and secure environment for the children at our school, we need the following information:

The information contained in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I authorize you to  
contact any references or organizations listed in this application and authorize such references/organizations to give you 
any information they may have regarding my character and fitness for working with children and/or youth. I release 
Lorien Wood, all of its agents, and all such references and organizations from any and all liability for any damage that 
may result from furnishing such evaluations to you, and I waive any right that I may have to inspect references provided 
on my behalf.

Further, I affirm that I have neither been convicted of, nor pleaded guilty to, nor am I subject to pending charges,  
for any of the following: for any crime or misdemeanor involving actual or attempted child abuse or neglect or sexual 
assault, failing to secure medical attention for an injured child, pandering, crimes against nature involving children, 
taking indecent liberties with children, neglect of children, obscenity offenses, or any similar moral impropriety  
involving children, in any jurisdiction in the United States of America or in any other country or territory.

Since I will be working with children, I understand that I must submit to a background check by state authorities 
and possible other federal or local authorities. I agree to assist Lorien Wood in conducting a criminal background check, 
including the giving of fingerprints.

Signature Date

REFERENCES:

Below please provide two personal and two professional references.  
Please include name, phone, email address, and place of employment if applicable.

Personal reference information

Personal reference information

Professional reference information

Professional reference information

(continued)
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References and Affirmations
STATEMENT OF FAITH

Lorien Wood is a Christ-centered school teaching from a Biblical worldview, and as such, it maintains a statement  
of faith. Although belief in our statement of faith is not a prerequisite for attending Lorien Wood, it is a prerequisite 

for the faculty and members of the Board of Trustees. All Trustees and faculty of Lorien Wood affirm the historic  
Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Additionally, they accept and affix their signatures to the following doctrinal affirmations:

•   Belief in the one eternal God, Creator and Lord of the world – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  
who governs all things according to the purpose of His will.

•   The deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself as the only ransom for sinners and is the only  
mediator between God and mankind.

•   The necessity and efficacy of the substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus Christ for the redemption  
of the world.

•   The historic fact of the bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

•   The presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the work of regeneration, including conviction of sin,  
faith in Christ, new birth, and growth in Christian maturity.

•   The expectation of the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ, in power and glory,  
to consummate His salvation and His judgment. 

•   The unique divine inspiration, truthfulness, and authority of both the Old and New Testament Scriptures 
in their entirety as the only written Word of God, without error in all that it affirms, and the firm  
foundation of faith and practice.

Lorien Wood’s Trustees, faculty and staff are asked to affirm our Statement of Faith as written in the historic  
Apostles’ Creed. By signing below you affirm that you agree with this Statement of Faith.

Signature Date

Please email your completed application PDF, along with a Word file(s) containing a cover letter, your resumé,  
and your answers to the application questions to employment@lorienwood.org
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Distinctives of Lorien Wood

During the founding of Lorien Wood, the Board 
sought to articulate a model of education that 

reflected biblical truths and that drew from the best 
of educational philo sophy. Lorien Wood has a unique 
educational culture which values a thirst for knowledge, 
a desire for God, and a heart for others. The school seeks 
to reveal the fundamental interconnectedness of the 
world, breaking down boundaries between both subjects 
and people as a means of understanding the world God 
has created. Our model is best described through our 
seven Distinctives.

The Seven Distinctives  
of Lorien Wood

BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW
We believe that God is the source of all Truth. All 

areas of life at Lorien Wood School are to be under-
stood in the light of the Word of God. We believe the 
Bible teaches that reality is governed by the paradigm of 
Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. Our state-
ment of faith is summarized in the Apostles’ Creed.

INTEGRAL CURRICULUM
Our approach to curriculum aims to align with the 

integral nature of God, reflecting the interconnectedness 
of His design of the world. The faculty-designed curricu-
lum seeks to minimize the traditional boundaries between 
subjects, as we aspire to study the whole reality of the 
world in which we live. Supported by specific skills-based 
curriculum for math and phonics, we emphasize primary 
sources, great civilizations, inquiry-based science, and 
explorations of timeless literature, art, and music.

TEACHING GROUNDED IN CLASSICAL  
STUDY AND JOYFUL DISCOVERY

We use a comprehensive approach to education that 
embodies our understanding of what it means to be a life-
long learner, including elements of both classical study 
and joyful discovery. Our teaching methodology aims to 

educate both the mind and the heart: we are disciplined 
and experiential, we foster intellect and curiosity, and we 
always seek to engage and meet the needs of the whole 
child (mind, body, and spirit).

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
We aim to cultivate in the hearts of our students the 

ideals of biblical character including self-control, discern-
ment, kindness, humility, integrity, joy, responsibility, 
and diligence. We encourage growth through faculty- 
student conversations, purposeful classroom management 
practices, and the study of role models in Scripture, 
history, and literature.

NURTURING THE UNIQUENESS  
OF EACH CHILD

Our faculty strives to develop a deep knowledge 
of and appreciation for every child at Lorien Wood. 
Our small, mixed-age classes are designed to provide a 
supportive environment in which each child’s unique 
and God-given design is revealed and developed, while 
also providing the freedom for each child to progress at 
an appropriate pace.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
We believe that excellence in education requires 

parents to see themselves as part of their children’s 
community of learning and to be willing to assume a 
high level of involvement. By active participation in the 
life of the school, parents model service, leadership, and 
lifelong learning as they explore God’s world alongside 
their children.

TUITION-BASED FINANCIAL POLICY
Operating within a tuition-based budget enables us 

to stay focused on education, without the distraction 
of fundraisers. We believe parents should contribute 
significantly toward their child’s education, while shar-
ing that burden with those who cannot afford to pay, 
through tuition assistance based on need. A portion of all 
collected tuition is set aside for this purpose.  n
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Principled Pedagogy
TEACHING GROUNDED IN CLASSICAL  
STUDY AND JOYFUL DISCOVERY

By Amy Butcher, Head of School

Throughout the year, the Board of Trustees and I 
have studied and discussed each of the Lorien Wood 

seven Distinctives. These Distinctives make Lorien 
Wood unique and are what guide us in our shepherding 
of the school. In addition to the Board considerations, 
the faculty and I have used a monthly meeting all year 
to study and fully understand this Distinctive. How does 
it inform our practice? In what ways are we fulfilling 
this Distinctive in and out of the classroom? What do 
Classical Study and Joyful Discovery mean at Lorien Wood? 
We’ve all enjoyed expanding our understanding of the 
educational philosophies that undergird our practice.

Reading through the Distinctive considerations, I 
imagine you’ve noticed the myriad of ways they are inte-
gral to one another. In fact, we cannot have one without 
the other! The last Leader article on Integral Curriculum 
articulated this well:

This integral approach to educating children extends 
from the curriculum itself and the many ways our chil-
dren explore topics, to Lorien Wood’s general culture. 
As a school, we are very intentional about recess and 
lunch, music and art, before school recess time, the use 
of the bell, etc. We seek and desire to be intentional 
about all pieces of the students’ day here at Lorien 
Wood, because all those pieces are integral, just as the 
students themselves are.

Using this integral lens, it is clear that Teaching 
Grounded in Classical Study and Joyful Discovery 
cannot be separated fully from Integral Curriculum, 
Character Development, or Nurturing the Uniqueness 
of Each Child. It is, rather, the way we articulate the how 
(teaching methodology) we do the what (curriculum, 
character development, differentiation, etc). Flowing out 

of our commitment to God’s Word, our teaching meth-
ods place great importance on providing our students 
with a varied and edifying diet of ideas, books, music, 
scientific theories and artwork. Extending from our 
belief that children are made in the image of God for the 
purpose of serving him, we equip our students to engage 
in the joy of lifelong learning.

We utilize the Classical approach to education in 
several ways. Our teachers make the most of time-tested 
works from history and literature. Our pedagogy includes 
the use of seminar to teach critical thinking skills, oral 
expression,and the ability to debate graciously and 
respectfully. In addition, teachers make some use of the 
lecture format as a means of relaying information to 
develop a student’s ability to listen attentively and to 
take notes. Teachers also coach students as they prac-
tice skills and engage in projects. This is how we are 
Grounded in Classical Study.

In addition, Lorien Wood recognizes the way 
Charlotte Mason, a 19th-century educator, found the 
highly intellect-focused methodology of the Classical 
approach (memorizing and drills) to be lacking in 
developing a child’s love of learning. We share her great 
respect for the child as a learner, taking advantage of 
a child’s natural curiosity and delight in discovery. We 
seek to engage the whole child through many of her 

The following articles have appeared in our school newsletter, “The Leader,” through the years.  
We provide these articles to further illuminate the school distinctives and our educational culture.

(continued)
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Exploring God’s World 
with Joyful Confidence
A PHILOSOPHY OF RECESS

By Amy Butcher, Head of School

During the first weeks of school new recess parents are 
still a bit anxious to think about the myriad of ways 

students are allowed to use sticks in the wooded area on 
the side of the building called Camelot. “Are you sure 
this is okay?” one parent asks as two students sword fight 
with sticks in a duel matched only by those we read about 
in the stories of Sir Arthur and his Knights of the Round 
Table. “It is!” I reply enthusiastically, “but remember sticks 
touch sticks, not people,” a small, yet significant rule. 

The same recess parents marvel, as the year goes on, 
at the imagination of even the smallest students when 
they pick up a simple stick. Of course complex games 
of battle take place with a stick arsenal, but there are 
also feats of engineering genius as a sturdy bridge is 
constructed over the drainage ditch, or entire fairy cities 
emerge with nothing but found objects. Boys and girls 
alike are drawn not just to the playground (although it 
has its place —learning the monkey bars is certainly a 
rite of passage), but to the enticing possibilities of sticks, 
acorns, and leaves. 

Bursting out of the door to enter the freedom that 
recess brings, students see sticks, rocks, and dirt as 
instruments of creativity and joy. Their minds are reeling: 
“What should we build today?” The fairy village most 
certainly needs a fairy jail for the naughty fairies lurking 
about to cause trouble, or these long sticks fallen from a 
big storm are perfect for a lean-to fort built against the 
side of the building. They do not need fancy toys, or 
complex gadgets for outdoor play; just the time, space, 
and freedom to use what they find in God’s glorious and 
intricate creation. 

methodologies: the use of “living books” rather than 
textbooks; the recitation of Scripture and poetry; the use 
of narration to remember specific details from a passage of 
literature; and the implementation of nature and picture 
studies, which involves looking attentively at a work of 
art or specimen from nature. Children are encouraged to 
develop the habits that honor God and their neighbor as 
they live out the call to serve one another in love. This is 
how we are Grounded in Joyful Discovery.

Integral not only to our curriculum, Biblical worl-
dview, and the ways we nurture our students, this 
Distinctive is also integral to our approach to char-
acter development. Our faculty seeks to bring grace 
alongside truth in their various methods of instruction. 
Recognizing that children are both fearfully and wonder-

fully made and sinners in need of a savior, we equip our 
faculty to see their relationship with children as one 
of discipleship. In this, the teacher strives to differen-
tiate instruction based on each student’s strengths and 
weaknesses, and to speak words that are both true and 
gracious. Because of our relational approach to teaching, 
students are known, loved, and encouraged to foster a 
thirst for learning.

Teaching Grounded in Classical Study and Joyful 
Discovery is a comprehensive approach to education that 
embodies our understanding of what it means to be a life-
long learner. We know and practice a balance between 
educating the mind and heart: we are disciplined and 
experiential, foster intellect and curiosity, and always 
seek to engage and meet the needs of the whole child. n

(continued)
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I Am a Lorien Wood 
Teacher
By Kristen Tamulonis, Form One Teacher

I suppose I have always known that God created me 
to be a teacher. I am sure it was evident to my family, 

when, in kindergarten, I requested an alphabet themed 
party for my sixth birthday, at which my friends and 
I spent a lovely afternoon playing phonics games and 
eating letter-shaped cookies. It was evident to me as I 
spent nearly every evening and weekend of my elemen-
tary school career “teaching” my dolls in my bedroom 
(complete with a sign on the door that read “Welcome to 
Miss Tamulonis’ Kindergarten Class”). I did not need to 
think for a moment about what I would study in college, 
and as I finally entered the classroom to teach real 
students, it did not take long for me to realize that getting 
lost in lesson planning is one of God’s best medicines.

As I look back over my life, I can clearly see that God 
created me to be a teacher; but four years ago, I became 
something more. I became a Lorien Wood teacher, and 
I saw the unfolding of His beautiful plan in which, each 

day, I am blessed to do the thing I was created to do, 
in just the place that I was meant to do it. There are so 
many facets of life at Lorien Wood that make teaching 
here unique; however, I have been particularly blessed by 
the chance to teach an integral curriculum, the opportu-
nity to partner with our community of parents, and the 
ability to build my classroom on a biblical worldview.

There is a deep sense of pride when a student 
conquers and climbs the tree she had been working to 
climb all year. Or a sense of ownership in the group of 
boys who built a fortress the imaginary dragons were 
unable to penetrate. Pure joy radiates from the faces of 
a group of girls who, for the first time, experienced what 
it feels like to have mud on every inch of their bodies 
and they even lived to tell about it. This kind of physical 
awareness and confidence emerges not with structured 
activities and a list of objectives to complete, but with 
freedom to play, explore, and experience with all five 
senses, the world around them. Lorien Wood seeks to 
provide, throughout the rhythm of the day, many chances 
for children to experience God’s world and imagine the 
possibilities it holds for them. 

Is there risk involved in allowing our precious 
students the freedom to pick up a rock as big as their 
heads or play with a stick? Certainly there are risks 
involved with this kind of play and exploration. We risk 

injury, frustrations, and we sometimes risk losing our own 
adult sanity. However, we believe this freedom offers 
something to our children that is increasingly hard to 
develop and cultivate in our technology driven world: the 
ability to freely explore God’s world, unencumbered, with 
Joyful Confidence. 

Exploration of this sort fosters a deep sense of 
curiosity that continues well after the days of play 
sword-fighting and fairy-house building has ended. It 
flourishes during our 6th grade Watershed year, through 
garden planting and experiential learning in places like 
the Chesapeake Bay. Beyond that, the curiosity fostered 
through this early exploration builds the foundation 
for becoming a life-long learner. It encourages thinking 
outside of the box, pressing the limits, and being confi-
dent in knowing your own place in God’s world. When 
you trip on a stick in your yard or at school, see the stick 
with new eyes: never just a stick, but an instrument of 
adventure and endless possibilities. n

(continued)
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One of the most special things about being a Lorien 
Wood teacher is the opportunity to teach and create 
integral curriculum. In this curriculum, all or most of 
the subject matter that a class studies is derived from a 
centralizing, conceptually based unit. My students and 
I explore one particular concept (such as searching for 
truth, community, or leadership) through the various 
academic disciplines. The lack of fragmentation of this 
curriculum mirrors the wholeness of the Person of God 
and the way He created the world. Not only is it peace 
giving to teach in a way that reflects God’s 
design, but it is also an exciting adventure 
to take part in creating curriculum, rather 
than merely following textbooks and basal 
readers.

Over the years, I have found much joy 
in refining my first grade units as I grow 
as a teacher, and I delight in seeing how 
they unfold just a little differently each 
year as each group of students brings their 
unique strengths and loves to our studies. 
Planning lessons, finding books to read, writing my own 
stories, and uncovering how all our unit content connects 
to enduring understandings are life-giving highlights of 
my days and weeks. As I watch my students delight in our 
units, I am thankful for the blessing of a rich curriculum 
that reflects God’s nature and also allows the children and 
me to use our unique gifts.

Another blessing that comes with teaching at Lorien 
Wood is the chance to partner with a wonderful and 
supportive community of parents. I will never forget 
the many times during my first few weeks of teaching 
here that I was struck by the great value of our model of 
parental involvement. I got to witness Christ-centered 
parenting each day as I saw mothers and fathers interact 
with their children at lunch and recess. As a new member 
of the community, I was blessed by parents who wanted 
not only to talk to me about their children, but also to 
get to know me, as a whole person. I saw how students 
benefitted from their parents knowing all their classmates 
and getting to see both beautiful friendships and hard 
days firsthand. Now, whenever I interact with parents, 
it is a blessing to know that our conversations are built 

on relationship: we know and care about each other; we 
know and care about all the children, and we desire to 
partner together to shepherd the little ones in Christ.

Finally, perhaps the biggest blessing about being a 
Lorien Wood teacher is the opportunity to come to work 
everyday and live and teach from a biblical worldview. 
School days are so full of phonics lessons and reminders 
of how to sit correctly on the rug and sweeping mud off 
the floor again, and I must not forget the purpose of it all: 
to point my students to Jesus. In my classroom, I want 

Jesus to be the heartbeat of everything 
we do. I want prayer and thanks to the 
Lord to infuse every part of our day, from 
beginning and ending it, to disciplining, 
to engaging with books and pictures. God 
is continually calling and challenging me 
to submit my life more and more fully to 
Him, to abide in Him in every moment 
and in everything that I do. Teaching at 
Lorien Wood means that my journey to 
abide in Christ can overtly flow into my 

workplace; it honors me as a whole person. I love that 
I can read a passage of Scripture before school, see how 
it connects to what the first grade is studying, and then 
read and discuss the same passage with my students at 
our morning meeting. My highest task as a teacher is to 
shepherd students to learn to live every part of their lives 
in service to the Lord and for His glory. My classroom at 
Lorien Wood is the perfect “sheepfold” in which the Lord 
helps me to do just that.

When I think back to those days of playing school in 
my bedroom, I come to God with awe and thanks for the 
way He has revealed over and over to me that He created 
me to teach. I could not have known then how His plan 
would unfold even more beautifully than I imagined 
when He led me to Lorien Wood, a place where I can 
teach in a way that reflects His character. Teaching is not 
an easy calling. My students are not dolls, but are real 
people, living their own very real stories that are full of 
beauty and brokenness and playing and pretending that 
will ultimately lead them to Him. I am blessed to be a part 
of those stories, and I am thankful that I am exactly who 
God has created me to be: I am a Lorien Wood teacher. n

One of the most 
special things about 

being a Lorien 
Wood teacher is the 
opportunity to teach 
and create integral 

curriculum.
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What’s in Our Name?
By Tacye Clarke, Form Four Humanities Teacher

“What is the name of your school again?” someone 
outside of our school community often asks me 

when I tell them what school my children are attending. 
“How do you spell that? Isn’t that a Vienna neighborhood?”

“Lorien Wood” is taken from J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord 
of the Rings. Also called Lothlorien, this elfin kingdom 
is most fully described in Book II, chapter 6 of The 
Fellowship of the Rings. While on their perilous journey to 
return the ring to Mordor, Frodo, Aragorn, the elf Legolas 
and their companions make a brief sojourn in Lorien. 
This bit of imaginative geography reflects many qualities 
that we value in our school community.

First, it is a place where one is encouraged to 
become increasingly mindful of God’s creation. As he 
journeys through Lorien, Frodo experiences a heightened 
sensory awareness: “He could hear many different notes in 
the rustles of the leaves overhead, the river murmuring away 
on his right, and the thin clear voices of birds in the sky. He 
felt the sun upon his face and hands when they passed through 
an open glade.” Similarly, we seek to be an environment 
where children grow in their recognition of and concern 
for all that God has created. The education we offer is 
joyfully centered on the truth that this is indeed “my 
Father’s world” and that he invites us to study, delight in 
and steward all the good things he  
has made.

Second, it is a place where there is respect for the 
“ancient things.” “…[I]t seemed to [Frodo] that he had 
stepped over a bridge of time into a corner of the Elder Days, 
and was now walking into a world that was no more. …in 
Lorien the ancient things still lived on in the waking world.” 
In Jeremiah 6:16, God commands us to “Stand in the 
crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where 
the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 
your souls.” At Lorien Wood, we teach our students to 
explore the classics, including great literature, art, music, 
science and math, to ask the vital questions, and to apply 
God’s truth to all they study.

Third, it is a place where we invite children to 
expand their imaginations. With Tolkien, we recognize 
the imagination to be a gift of God and a tool for learning 
truth and practicing empathy. When we enter imagina-
tively into Middle Earth, we come to see the hobbit’s 
perilous journey as bearing witness to the reality of the 
cosmic struggle between Good and Evil and to the call 
to live out a life of faithfulness. When shaped by virtue, 
our imaginations become a training ground for our moral 
lives and expands our ability to long for a Heaven we 
cannot grasp and a God we cannot see.

Fourth, it is a place where beauty is valued. Legolas 
waxes eloquent over the beauty of Lorien:

There are no trees like the trees of that land. For in the 
autumn their leaves fall not, but turn to gold. Not till 
spring comes and the new green opens do they fall, and 
then the boughs are laden with yellow flowers; and the 
floor of the wood is golden, and golden is the roof, and 
its pillars are of silver….

Scripture is replete with God’s delight in what is 
beautiful. Our culture delights in what is immediate, 
consumable and often sordid. We at Lorien Wood believe 
we must be countercultural in training our children to 
appreciate true beauty in its many subtle forms, so that 
they in turn may be equipped to bring beauty to a sullied 
world.

Finally, it is a place of preparation. As they rest 
in Lorien, Tolkien’s characters are not naive about the 
presence and power of evil that lies outside this elfin 
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refuge; their sojourn in Lorien will give them the stamina 
and fortitude to face the many menaces on their journey, 
however. Similarly, we believe this school to be a place 
of intellectual sharpening, discipleship and training. 
As believers, we are called to engage a culture that is 

desperate for truth and beauty. Our great desire is that 
our children might be salt and light in a world that lacks 
savor and illumination, serving Christ by extending his 
kingdom.  n

Lorien Wood
Helping children explore God’s world  

and discover their place in it.

8200 Bell Lane, Vienna, VA 22182 |  703-854-1640 | Fax 703-698-9860 

www.lorienwood.org
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