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Helping children explore God’s world 

and discover their place in it.
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During the founding of Lorien Wood, the Board sought 

to articulate a model of education that reflected biblical 

truths and that drew from the best of educational philo

sophy. Lorien Wood has a unique educational culture which values 

a thirst for knowledge, a desire for God, and a heart for others. The 

school seeks to reveal the fundamental interconnectedness of the 

world, breaking down boundaries between both subjects and people 

as a means of understanding the world God has created. The Lorien 

Wood Model is best described through our seven distinctives.

The Seven Distinctives of Lorien Wood

Biblical Worldview

We believe that all people live out of whatever worldview they embrace; 

there is no such thing as a neutral worldview. As a school, we are grounded 

in the belief that we must analyze the things of this world through the lens 

of Scripture. Rather than seeing the world as chaotic or the product of 

chance, we believe the Bible teaches that reality is governed by the para

digm of creation, fall and redemption. At Lorien Wood, we desire that our 

children ask the following questions of whatever they are studying:

n What did God originally intend?

n How has sin marred it?

n Are there evidences of its redemption?

We are also grounded in the belief that Christ reigns over all aspects of  

creation. As a theologian has written, “There is not one inch of the creation 

over which Christ does not say, ‘It is mine!’” Recognizing Christ as the Lord 

of the universe liberates us to explore all the realms of His creation. We gain 

humility as we recognize Jesus’ kingly reign and the grace, power and  

imagination of the God who conceived and sustains all.

As our community develops the discipline of “taking every thought 

captive to the word of God,” we equip our students to grapple with difficult 

issues and ideas contrary to Scripture, without fear. We seek to cultivate in 

them the ability to see the assumptions that underlie any perspective, and 

contrast those with a biblical worldview. In doing so, minds are transformed.

Integral Curriculum

At Lorien Wood, we present a full range of academic subjects in a 

manner that reveals their inherent interconnectedness. Breaking down the 

traditional boundaries reflects the reality and the excitement of the world 

we live in. Rather than organize our studies in discrete but disconnected 

subjects, we arrange our studies into thematic units. These units have been 

developed by our faculty and follow a determined sequence that moves the 
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student from the study of what is closest to him or her to increasingly com

plex material. Thus, the Lorien Wood Model ensures that history, science, 

math, the arts, communication and religion all inform the student’s explora

tion of the topic at hand. 

Rather than rely on textbooks, the Lorien Wood faculty creates and 

refines our established units. At the heart of our units, the faculty has chosen 

to use a “living book” approach—classic books that speak to a child’s imagi

nation. Projects, presentations, discussions and further exploration follow 

from the engagement with these books. The critical skills of reading, writing, 

speaking and reasoning are practiced throughout the units, tools that the 

children refine to aid them in their growing quest for understanding. 

In addition to the units, our faculty employs three offtheshelf,  

comprehensive curricula in developing our students’ skills. From Kinder

garten through the third grade, students develop their reading and spell

ing skills through the OrtonGillinghambased Saxon Phonics curriculum. 

Kindergarten through fifth grades make use of JUMP Math for their math 

curriculum, and middle school grades use the rigorous McDougal-Littell  

(now Holt-McDougal) for PreAlgebra, Algebra and Geometry. 

Through the use of Integral Curriculum, the Lorien Wood Model  

challenges students to engage the world with increasing nuance and  

understanding by following the strands of truth found in the varied and 

interconnected spheres of God’s creation.

Teaching grounded in  
Classical study and Joyful discovery

The Lorien Wood Model for education intentionally weaves together 

truths and methodologies from multiple educational philosophies as a 

means of capturing a biblical understanding of the child as a learner and the 

teacher as a discipler. The material is viewed as a catalyst for cultivating the 

moral imagination, and education itself is believed to be a lifelong pursuit 

of God’s revealed truth about all that He has created.

Flowing out of our commitment to God’s written Word, we place great 

importance on providing our students with a varied and edifying diet of 

ideas, books, music, scientific theories and artwork produced by the cultures 

of the world. Extending from our belief that children are made in the image 

of God for the purpose of serving him with all their being, we equip our 

students to engage in the joy of lifelong learning. The Lorien Wood Model 

intentionally combines components from multiple educational perspectives, 

including classical, Charlotte Mason and gracefilled discipleship models. 

We utilize the classical approach to education in several ways. Our 

teachers make the most of timetested works from history and literature. Our 

pedagogy includes the use of seminar to teach critical thinking skills, oral 

expression, and the ability to debate graciously and respectfully. In addition, 

teachers make some use of the lecture format as a means of relaying infor

mation to develop a student’s ability to listen attentively and to take notes. 

Teachers also coach students as they practice skills and engage in projects. 
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Lorien Wood also draws from the Charlotte Mason approach to educa

tion. We share Charlotte Mason’s great respect for the child as a learner. 

We seek to engage the whole child through many of her methodologies: 

the use of “living books” rather than textbooks; the recitation of Scripture 

and poetry; the use of narration to remember specific details from a passage 

of literature; and the implementation of nature and picture studies, which 

involves looking attentively at a work of art or specimen from nature. 

Children are encouraged to develop the habits that honor God and one’s 

neighbor as they live out the call to serve one another in love. 

We also use educational methodologies that seek to bring grace along

side truth in education. Recognizing that children are both “fearfully and 

wonderfully made” and sinners in need of a savior, we equip our faculty 

to see their relationship with children as one of discipleship. In this, the 

teacher strives to differentiate instruction based on each student’s strengths 

and weaknesses, and to speak words that are both true and gracious.  

The result is a fluid, comprehensive approach to education that engages 

the whole child throughout their time at Lorien Wood and maintains Christ 

at the center of their experience. 

Additional resources: “Teaching Redemptively: Bringing Grace and Truth into Your Class-
room” by Donovan L. Graham; “A Vision With a Task: Christian Schooling for Responsive 
Discipleship” by Gloria Goris Stronks and Doug Blomberg; “Best Practices: New Standards 
for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools” by Zemelman, Daniels and Hyde

Character development

We believe that it is not enough to instruct the mind of a child. God 

demands every part of our being: the heart, the hand, and the tongue.

This Christian discipleship and education is best pursued in the context 

of a gracious community.  Toward this end, with prayerful reliance on God’s 

grace and in recognition of the uniqueness of each child, we strive to foster 

the development of biblical character in our students through a variety 

of interactions between students, teachers, and parent volunteers. Adult 

members of our community are called to model good character, while our 

classroom lessons include character studies from individual examples found 

in Scripture, history, and literature.

 “Character” has a multitude of meanings, and while not exhaustive, 

the following traits stand out as important: discernment, kindness, humility, 

integrity, joy, diligence, selfcontrol, responsibility, servanthood, patience, 

faithfulness, forgiveness, gratitude, honor, truthfulness, and compassion.

 At the conclusion of a student’s journey at Lorien Wood, we hope and 

expect to see evidence of a heart where such character traits are deeply 

rooted, to the glory of God.

Nurturing the uniqueness of each Child

At Lorien Wood, we are dedicated to helping children grow in grace 

in all the ways God has gifted them. We delight in the range of gifts God 

has blessed us with: creativity, verbal expressiveness, mathematical aptitude, 

empathy, physical gifts, musicianship, imagination, inquisitiveness, to name 
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others, this might be sharing a passion for a topic related to a particular unit, 

or playing an instrument for the children, or coordinating a school festival. 

Third, parents can serve the community by giving their time. 

Parents are needed to serve as office workers, chaperones for field trips, 

lunch and recess monitors, dropoff and pickup supervisors. We ask that 

parents of kindergartners give ten hours a month in service to the school 

and students; parents of all others are asked to give twelve hours per month. 

This twelvehour requirement does not increase with the enrollment of 

more than one child at Lorien Wood. However, many families have far 

exceeded this minimum time commitment, and the school has been richly 

blessed by these generous gifts of service. 

Tuition-Based Financial Policy

We are committed to making a Lorien Wood education financially  

feasible for families from a range of income levels. Toward this goal, we allo

cate up to 15 percent of tuition moneys for our scholarship fund. Though 

we believe parents must bear at least some of the cost of educating their 

children, we seek to come alongside them through our scholarship program.

We are committed to maintaining the fiscal health of our school primar

ily through good stewardship of the tuition moneys we receive. Because we 

want education to be our primary focus, we do not do the fundraisers that 

many schools employ. Rather, we trust God to supply our needs through 

the generosity of the Lorien Wood community, their extended families and 

others who want to empower our educational vision. Fundraising, therefore, 

is limited to an annual solicitation letter, and we strongly encourage families 

to consider supporting the school’s additional needs by responding.

8

a few. Through small, mixedage classes, we cultivate a climate where  

children are encouraged to progress at an appropriate pace, recognize and 

affirm one another’s strengths, and come alongside their peers in areas that 

may require more perseverance. Ultimately, we challenge our students to 

view their gifts with humility, praising God for the unique way He has made 

each person.

Parental Involvement

At Lorien Wood, parents are not aides or volunteers, but active partici

pants in the education of their children and the life of the school. Parents 

can serve the Lorien Wood community in a variety of ways. First, parents 

can model for their children the idea of lifelong learning by reading and 

exploring God’s world alongside their children. Second, they can enhance 

the school by giving out of their own giftedness. For some this might mean 

helping to organize a baseball game at recess or joining the prayer group; for 
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In Form Three, a Model Organization of American States (OAS) meet

ing has just convened. The SecretaryGeneral has presented a resolution 

that would stem the adverse affects of poaching on the wildlife populations 

of South America. The delegates from each country are debating whether 

to add, delete, or amend certain provisions to the resolution. Then they 

will vote by secret ballot. The students are taking ownership of the OAS, 

researching the issues and their country’s respective positions, drafting devel

opment projects and submiting budgets to secure financing. This approach 

to studying the continents of North and South America integrates multiple 

disciplines, and requires students to develop their research, writing, public 

communication, and interpersonal skills. Every student has the opportunity 

to work in an area of their gifting as well as to be stretched in an area where 

growth is needed. The Model OAS demonstrates the enthusiasm of students 

fully invested in learning.

Two days ago, the 6th grade Watershed class was bootdeep in a creek, 

hunting for benthic macroinvertebrates and testing the water for nitrogen, 

dissolved oxygen, pH and temperature. They logged their data in science 

Our Distinctives in Action

Although the Distinctives aptly describe the philosophy 

which undergirds and informs the Lorien Wood Educa

tional Model, we often entertain questions about what this 

model looks like in the classroom, and how these Distinctives play 

out in the daily life of the school. To that end, the following vignettes 

provide a brief glimpse of our Distinctives in action. 

a window in on the classroom

In their Real and Pretend unit, Form One students are traveling across 

Northern Europe and Asia via the book The Discovery of Dragons by Graeme 

Base. They eagerly take on their role as paleontologists, and are intrigued by 

the fierce Tyrannosaurus Rex—what he eats and how tall he is. With some 

help in measuring, they discover that the TRex is the length of nine first

graders. Later these budding scientists use a Venn Diagram to illustrate the 

similarities and differences of various dinosaurs. Their prehistoric adventure 

continues as they make their own fossils and sequence the events from find

ing a dinosaur bone to building the model. Before they’re done they will visit 

the lifesize dinosaur exhibit at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History.

In a Form Two classroom, the children are solemnly seated around a 

“campfire” ready to receive the name that will publicly identify them as a 

member of the tribe. In this traditional Native American ceremony, part of 

their First Americans unit, the children rejoice in how their names, “Jump

ing Frog,” “Whispering Breeze,” “Howling Coyote,” acknowledge their 

unique place within the class and the special gifts that they bring to the 

community, be it a kinesthetic approach to learning, a gentle spirit, or a 

confidence in expressing one’s thoughts verbally. They grow in character as 

they honor one another’s differences; they grow in their understanding of 

the values and traditions of one group of early Americans; and they learn 

the facts of American history in a way that makes the events come alive.
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tradition see the role of the Holy Spirit?” This thoughtful discussion prompts 

students to reflect on their own church experiences. Students will interview 

their parents or a youth pastor about how and why they chose their church 

home. Another writing assignment will require a thorough explanation of 

the gospel. During the same unit, students will engage with the concept of 

the Renaissance man. They will study Hans Holbein’s paintings and then 

visually depict their own view of a “Renaissance” person. They will read  

A Man for All Seasons and analyze the influence of Henry VIII, as a monarch, 

as a Christian, and as a family man. Of course, Latin, science, and math aug

ment and inform the student’s understanding of the Renaissance. A copy of 

an Albrecht Durer woodcut which hangs in their Latin classroom points to 

the marriage of art, geometry and optics—all considerations in Form Four.

At recess, a competitive game of kickball ends and one student is visibly 

upset; he complains that being called “out” was unfair. Two friends come over 

to encourage. Their words are honoring and uplifting and they refrain from 

criticizing the opposing team. Inside the teacher utilizes this opportunity to 

dialogue with students about God’s original intent for our relationships. She 

asks how we can see evidence that God’s intent has been marred in the con

flict that can erupt in competitive games. Teacher and students grapple with 

how unmet expectations or disappointment can be redeemed, and how each 

one of us can personally contribute to such redemption. There is a balance 

between identifying personal responsibility and instilling hope. 

The above examples are a mere taste of daily life at Lorien Wood. It is our 

aim and desire that the Seven Distinctives leave an indelible mark not only 

on the school day, but on the life of the children and families of Lorien Wood.
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journals for analysis along with other weeks’ results. That morning’s math 

lesson on “rate” came in handy as they measured the speed of leaf boats racing 

down the stream. The students troop out to work in their garden. Turnips 

and radishes look great! A few fennel sprouts rise above the muddy ground, 

but the lettuce is a disaster. Back in the classroom, they research next steps: 

turnips and radishes—thin them out; fennel—mulch for wintering over; 

lettuce—forget this autumn’s crop and spend energy instead on building up 

the bed for spring planting. Some students write notes to post on the class 

blog; others are working now on poems about creek critters based on the 

awardwinning book Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices. Muddy boots are 

neatly lined up by the wall, waiting for their next adventure!

In Form Four, students and teachers alike are engrossed in a panel 

discussion that is part of their unit on the Renaissance and Reformation. 

Parents representing Armenian, Calvinist and Lutheran viewpoints, two of 

whom are pastors, are discussing the origins of and biblical support for their 

theology, and are fielding questions from students such as, “How does your 

Rev. 12.18.13
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